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Dear Justice Committee Clerk 

Thank you for your letter of 31 May 2017 from the Justice Committee regarding the 

report from the National Prisoner Healthcare Network (NPHN) entitled, Brain Injury 

and Offending.  

The following provides an update on the progress that has been made to date on the 

recommendations of the report. 

I am delighted to advise you that: 

In respect of recommendation 2: pilot an additional question on head injury in two or 

more (police) custody centres in two NHS board areas.  

This study has recently been completed by Professor Tom McMillan, at the 

University of Glasgow, and a report is in preparation. This was a collaborative 

exercise undertaken jointly with Police Scotland. 

In respect of Recommendation 4: a single question about brain injury added to the 

NHS (Vision) interview tool. 

The development and implementation of this work is progressing through 

collaboration involving the National Prison GPIT Facilitator Group, the NPHN and the 

National Prison IT Service Support Group. The output of this work will include a 

series of questions about brain injury in the Scottish Prison Service admission 

guidelines that will meet the requirements of R4 from section 7.3 of the report. 

In respect of recommendation 12: 

This is a matter for NHS Boards to consider, however officials in the Planning and 

Quality Division of Scottish Government (SG) Health Directorates have been 

engaging with Prof McMillan and the NPHN over the recommendations which fall to 

SG in relation to research, and are currently in discussions over how they can 

support the work of the NPHN and Prof McMillan and his team are taking forward.  

 



Two non-direct recommendations: 

Single Point of Contact  

This is a matter for individual Boards to decide on and to allocate. However, a sub 

group of the NPHN, the NHS Prison Board Leads Operational Group, ensures each 

Board is represented in national discussions on matters of healthcare in prisons. 

These leads’ will raise matters directly through their own local governance and 

reporting arrangements as part of their role. The NPHN will undertake to identify a 

single point of contact from the membership of that group. 

Women Prisoner   

Professor McMillan is in the process of developing two specific pieces of work within 

the University of Glasgow in relation to women prisoners. Scottish Government has 

provided preliminary assurance of financial support to enable this to take place and 

we anticipate this work to be completed by the end of 2018.     

I hope this update is sufficient for your needs. 

Regards 

 

John Porter 

 


